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Lake  Windermere  Camp 

In  the  Upper  Columbia  Valley,  British  Columbia 


To  ;ilTciril  iniTCiiscd  facilities  for  the  aci'oin- 
Tiiodatioti  (tf  tourists  at  one  of  tlu;  beauty  spots 
ill  till' Caiiadian  Piu'ifir  lioi'kii's,  an  attractive, 
rustic  cabin  ramp  on  the  shore  of  beautiful  Lake 
Winileriiiere,  in  the  upper  Columbia  Valley,  will  be 
open  for  quests,  coniniencinK  .July  1st. 

It  will  1«'  known  as  "  Lake  Windermere  Camp  " 
and  consist   of  twenty-five    rustic-type   cabins  for 
li\in(!   piirpiiscs,    with    a    central    club    house  for 
dining,    dancing   and    social    recreation    generally. 
i:acli  cabin  will  contain  two  single  military  cots. 
Hates,  on  American  plan; — 
iM.oO  per  day  for  transients. 
llt.DO  per  day  for  stay  of  a  week  or  lonRer. 
Chililren  under  eleven  years— half  price. 
The  Camp  will  be  operated  by  the  Invermere 
Hotel  Company,  Lake  Windermere,  B.C.,  to  whom 
requests  for  reser'alions  slioukl  be  made. 

The  site  of  tlie  camp  lies  along  a  natural  terrace 
directly  im  rlooking  and  commanding  a  magnificent 


view  of  Lake  Windermere,  about  one  mile  from  the 
railway  station  of  the  same  name,  which  is  the 
detraining  point.  Transfer  is  made  by  means  of 
automobiles,  which  meet  all  trains. 

Lake  Windermere  station  is  located  on  the  branch 
line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  liaihvay  which  traverses 
the  upper  Columbia  River  Valley,  and  can  be 
reached  from  main  transcontinental  line  to  the  north 
by  way  of  (lolden,  or  from  Crow's  Xest  line  to  the 
south  by  way  of  ( 'ranbrook  and  Colvalli.  Trains  are 
run  from  (iolden  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  leaving  2.4.5 
p.m.,  arriving  Lake  Windermere  7  p.m.  For  connec- 
tions at  (iolden  with  main  line  trains  and  at  Cran- 
brook  with  Crow's  Nest  route  trains,  see  C.P.R. 
Summer  Service  time-table  ''■jlders. 

.\rrangements  are  bein^  made  for  automobile 
service  from  Coldcn  en  days  on  which  there  is  no 
train  .service. 

Between  the  main  line  of  the  Rockies  and  the 
subsidiary   but  equally  spectacular  Selkirk  Range 
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lies  ji  long  and  beautiful  valley  traversed  by  two 
rivers,  the  Columbia  and  the  Kootmay,  which  even- 
tually uf' ^r  curious  turns  and  twists  unite  their 
stream-^  far  to  tiie  south.  In  this  valley,  half  way 
betweon  Golden  on  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  and  Cranbrook  on  the  Crow's  Nest 
Branch,  lies  Lake  Windermere,  a  warm-water  lake 
over  ten  miles  in  length  and  from  one  to  three  miles 
in  brea(ith.  The  lake  is  surroumled  by  l:)ench  land, 
much  of  which  has  recently  been  transformed  'ty 
irrigation  into  good  farm  land;  behind  the  benches 
are  the  foothills,  and  then  the  towering,  jagged 
mountains  typical  of  this  region.  Through  a  gap 
such  as  that  of  Horse  Thief  Creek  one  sees  the  peaks 
capped  by  eternal  snow,  and  with  the  aid  of  auto 
and  pony  one  can  drive  and  ride  on  the  same  day  from 
this  fertile  summerland  to  the  foot  of  immense 
glaciers.    Radiating  from  the  lake  into  the   sur- 


rounding mour.l'ins  are  creeks  which  have  carved 
out  "anyons  for  themselves  under  rocky  precipices, 
and  along  these  canyons  arc  mountain  roads  and 
trails  made  to  the  silver  and  lead  mines  of  the 
Selkirks,  or  for  the  hunter  and  tourist  over  the 
passes  of  the  Rockies.  Two  interesting  hot  springs 
are  within  easy  access — Fairmont  to  the  souih,  and 
Sinclair  Hot  Springs  in  the  Sinclair  Canyon,  to  the 
north.  At  the  Sinclair  Hot  Springs  a  concrete 
swimming  bath  has  been  built,  which  attracts 
many  visitors  in  the  summer  season  on  account  of 
the  curative  properties  of  the  water. 

The  peninsvda  on  which  Lake  Wimlermere 
Camp  has  been  located  has  already  a  .lell  established 
nine-hole  golf  course,  and  owing  to  its  pleasant 
tenaces  of  shady  trees  and  its  sandy  beaches  is 
ideally  situated  for  a  summer  vacation.  In  addition 
to  golf,  bathing  and  boating,  mountain  ponies  of 
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local  hrpoil  are  available  for  riding  the  trails,  and  the 
neighhoiiriiiK  villii'^c  of  Invcnnere  has  a  Karaae  with 
a  fleet  of  automobiles  for  the  excellent  roads  of  the 
valley,  in  several  of  the  creeks  and  sniallcr  lakes 
within  easy  reach  good  trout  fishing  in  season  may 
be  had.  The  water  of  hake  Windermere  itself  is 
too  warm  for  trout,  though  it  ctmtains  cou'illess 
s(niaw  fish,  many  of  large  size. 

Amon'5  the  many  3xp>  .lition.s  to  l)e  recommended 
are  those  up  Toby  Oeek,  Sinch.ir  Canyon  and  Horse 
Thief  Creek.  Nine  miles  up  Toby  Canyon,  Toby 
Creek  is  i;)anned  by  a  .spectacular  bridge  three 
hundred  feet  above  thj  bed  of  the  stream,  uniting 
roads  on  either  side  so  that  a  highly  interesting 
round  trip  ride  of  eighteen  miles  can  be  made  from 
Lake  Windermere  Camp.  Beyond  the  bridge  the 
road  l;ada  in  the  direction  of  Earl  Grey  or  Wells 
Pass  to  Kootenay  Lake  with  the  well-known  silver- 


lead  Paradise  Mine  at  an  elevation  of  8,0()0  feet  on 
the  right. 

Horse  Thief  Creek  is  an  ea.sy  gateway  to  very 
spectacular  glacier  countr\.  One  ctn  Irive  by  auto 
for  eighteen  n/les,  after  which  Micre  is  a  pony  trail 
leading  direct  up  towards  Horsi  Thi  f  Creek  with  a 
new  tiiil  to  the  W'lKh'rful  Lake  of  the  ^^mging 
(ilacitrs.  Or  one  can  l)ranch  up  ^iaefc**"'  -  Cropk 
to  Iron  Cap,  where  on  a  ridge  nt  an  r-  uion  of 
lO.fXM)  feet  one  has  a  magnificent  piinnraui.H  of  \00 
miles  of  snowcIa<l  peaks.  Such  trip>.  '* 
imply  the  necessity  of  camping  out  for  a  t 

Sinclair  Canyon  can  be  reached  b\ 
!>eing  about  10  miles  by  road  from  Lake  \ 
Camp.     Here  there  is  a  popular  hot  j-iiru^^ 
ming    pool,    with    pronounced    curative    m_ 
The  IJanfT-Wmdermere  road  has  now  been  bui 
the  Iron  dates  (ironstained  clifTs  of  enormoi^ 
to  the  Summit  of  the  Brisco  Range,  where  thf 
excellent  fisiiing  in  season  at  Miriam  Lake. 

Very  interesting  are  the  Hot  Springs  at  Fairmo;  ' 
bubbling  up  ou  a  rocky  terrace  in  an  ampbitbeau 
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of  mountain.s.  Soutliwcst  of  Lake  WiiHlciniprc,  the 
road  to  Fairmont  pasm's  throuuh  an  Indian  HcsiTvu 
consisting  of  prosperous  farms. 

For  l)atliinK  anil  Imalinj;  tlio  watprs  of  I,akp 
Windormcrp  aro  ideal.  The  summer  temperature 
averages  al)out  UH".  and  tlie  water  is  crystal  eli'ar. 
There  are  several  islands  on  the  Lake,  each  tempting 
the  explorer.  The  Colunihia  liiver  itself  is  full  of 
charm,  winding  through  a  maze  of  forest  at  the 
base  of  the  mountains. 

Lake  Windermere  is  an  outfiltinc  centre  for 
hunting  goat,  hear,  and  deer  on  the  slopes  of  the 
Selkirks,  and  goat,  mountain  sheep,  nioo.se,  hear  and 
deer  in  the  famous  hunting  grounds  of  the  Kootenay 


\  alley.  There  is  excellent  duck  shooting  in  season 
along  the  Hats  of  the  Columbia  Valley  and  partri.lge 
are  plentiful  in  the  tributary  canyons. 

Lake  Windermere  Camp  is  on  the  shores  of  a 
promontory  which  has  a  four-year-old  golf  club,  the 
course  of  which  is  available  for  visitors  to  the  Camp. 

The  fishing  in  the  lakes  and  streams  is  best  in 
spring  or  early  summer  or  in  the  fall.  The  surface 
water  of  the  lakes  is  a])t  to  be  too  warm  in  .luly  for 
fly  fishing,  anil  the  streams  are  mu<lily  with  melting 
snow.  In  scii^on,  however,  there  is  excellent  trout 
fishing,  for  instance,  at  Fish  Lakes  or  in  Dutch 
( 'reck,  while  I  'remier  Lake  to  the  south  is  remarkable 
for  landlocked  salmon,  which  have  been  caught  up 
to  H  pounds  in  weight. 
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